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1 . The prior grounds of rejection have been overcome. 

2. Claims 1 and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Katoh et al. (6,669,536). Katoh et al. disclose an Inkjet recording sheet having an 
ink absorptive layer of inorganic particles, polyvinyl alcohol, cationic polymers, and 
zirconium or aluminum compounds. The zirconium and aluminum compounds are 
known in the art to immobilize dyes, i.e. to mordant dyes (see col. 1 , lines 56-59). In 
addition to these inorganic compounds, inorganic particles such as silica or alumina are 
included (see col. 1 1 , lines 21 -30). Poly vinyl alcohol is also included (col. 1 2, lines 44- 
45). Other polymers such as gelatin may be present (col. 13, lines 39-49). The 
quaternary ammonium salt including repeating unit of the cationic polymer may be as 
described at col. 6, line 36 to col. 7, lines 22, or more specifically in col. 15 as CM-8 or 
CM-9. Styrene may be a comonomer (col. 17, lines 4-23). The reference also 
discloses cross-linking at col. 5, lines 36-42. The reference discloses applying the 
cross-linking agent in a separate coating and adjusting the pH at col. 25, line 35 to col. 
27, line 7. Based upon this disclosure of the monomers of the cationic polymer and the 
other materials of the layer, it would have been obvious to form a layer including the 
cationic polymer as well as the inorganic pigment, polyvinyl alcohol and other materials 
and to apply the materials to the medium in order to successfully coat the ink receiving 
layer. In addition, the I/O values are considered to inherently result from the monomers 
used to form the polymer. Since the polymers of the reference may be the same as 
those instantly claimed, when the polymers are the same, the I/O values will also be the 
same. 
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3. Claims 1, 2 and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yasuda et al. (4,944,988). This reference discloses an Inkjet recording sheet 
having a coating layer containing a catlonic polymer of at least one catlonic comonomer. 
The monomers are disclosed at col. 4, line 46 to col. 7, line 56. See formula II in col. 4. 
At col. 6, it is disclosed that styrene may be a comonomer (lines 51-58). The coating 
may also contain binding polymers such as polyvinyl alcohol, pigment such as silica and 
other materials that will act as mordants In the layer (see col. 8, lines 40-47, col. 9, lines 
1 1-20 and 27-35). The reference does not specifically disclose cross-linking the layer, 
nor does it discuss I/O values. With respect to cross-linking, it is well known in the art 
and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to crosslink the layer in 
order to make the medium more water resistant. With respect to I/O values, since these 
values are determined by determination of the copolymer and It would have been 
obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art from the reference disclosure concerning 
monomers and ratios of monomers to obtain a copolymer as recited by claim 1 , such a 
copolymer will Inherently have an I/O value as Instantly claimed. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3 and 6-1 0 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pamela Schwartz whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1528. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano, can be reached on (571) 272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

PRSchwartz 
September 29, 2008 

/Pamela R. Schwartz/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



